JANUARY 2022 GRACE NOTES

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30-10:15 am Bible Study in
person in the Parish Hall
10:30 am Morning Worship
Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

After church fellowship in the
Parish Hall
3rd Sunday
Food Bank Donations

Mid-week Schedule
Wednesday—9 am
Morning Prayer in
the Sanctuary
Livestream worship service
and other Grace Church
events via Facebook
livestream at:
fb.com/graceepiscopal.llano.tx

Happy New Year to you
all! As I write this, we
are still in the Christmas season. Keep your
decorations up and your
poinsettias watered for a
few more days. 2021
has been a year of firsts:
our first full year of
Covid, and I hope it is
our last; my first year as
your priest, and I hope
the first of many more
years to come; our first
year as a tithing church,
and that has blessed us
and the wider community immensely; the first
full year (maybe not the

absolute first, but the
first in a long time) of
midweek services. You
have stepped up and
stepped out in many
ways that have stretched
us and increase our
visibility in the community and helped many
people. Despite the
turmoil in the world,
Jesus has been present
among us, is present
now, and will continue
to be in our midst,
loving us and guiding
us, teaching us how to
let his light shine
through us.

I want to say a big
thank you to all of you
for your generous
Christmas gift. Your
kindness warms my
heart. As we move into
2022, let us continue to
love one another deeply, to be kind always, to
listen intently for the
leading of the Holy
Spirit in our lives, and
to celebrate the goodness of the Lord, come
what may. And may
the peace of the Lord be
with you always.
Rev. Betsy

ANNUAL MEETING—JANUARY 16, 2022
FOLLOWING THE SERVICE
Meat will be provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert.
(No Sunday School on this day.)

REVISED COVID-19 GUIDELINES

Grace Episcopal Church
1200 Oatman St
Llano, TX 78643
325-247-5276
grace@llanograce.org
fb.com/graceepiscopal.llano.tx
Rev. Betsy’s contact
(512) 663-4532
Email:
b.stephenson78@gmail.com
Office: Monday & Wednesday
Please feel free to contact Rev.
Betsy through e-mail or phone.

Effective January 10, 2022, the remaining pandemic requirements of the Episcopal
Diocese of West Texas will end, and control will return to local church leadership,
which will have full authority to manage each congregation’s ongoing COVID-19
guidelines and protocols.
This will have no effect on the way Grace Church is presently providing services, including meetings, use of buildings, fellowship, worship, and communion. The vestry will continue to monitor the ongoing situation as needed.
Thanks to all the Parish family for your cooperation, adaptability, and creativeness as we experienced these last many months together and emerged a faithful and dedicated community of worshippers.
More information can be found on the Diocese of West Texas website. www.dwtx.org
under the Bishop’s Report.
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As we begin the new year and reflect on 2021, we have much for which to be thankful. On January 6, we will observe
with Rev. Betsy her one-year ordination to the priesthood! We are filled with gratitude and thanksgiving to her for her
leadership this past year and look forward to continuing our journey with her.
Please try to be with us in-person on January 16 for our annual meeting. This is a wonderful time to enjoy food and
fellowship together, hear (“short”) summary reports for the previous year, and listen to exciting plans for the new year.
The church will provide meat for the meal. Please bring a side dish or dessert of your choice.

We will also be electing a new vestry member as Stephen Perkins completes his three-year term. Thanks, Steven, for
your dedication in taking on this important job!
And, we will also elect delegates to the Annual Diocesan Council, Feb. 24-26, and approve the Annual Budget for
2022.
A link to the Annual Council and the proposed Annual Budget for 2022 are found later in this newsletter.

A Note from the Treasurer
I look forward to presenting the 2021 financial report and the proposed 2022 budget at the annual parish meeting
January 16. You will find the proposed budget in this newsletter. The most encouraging budget highlight is the
generosity that you showed with your pledges. The 2022 budget includes $70,150 in pledges, which is the highest
pledge figure we've seen since 2014, and it allows us to consider some new budget items and to cover some
increasing costs such as insurance and utilities. The most exciting financial news is that your faithful giving in 2021
resulted in $7,462 of community outreach funds that helped the Llano community and the country. You helped
families and individuals in need and in disaster situations.

Thank you for your generosity!
Just a reminder you can support GEC
when you shop on Amazon Smile.
2020 Year End Total—$18.75
2021 Year End Total— $69.96
The increase in the donations in 2021 came once
we informed the parish of the Amazon Smile
giving to GEC. So, thank you for shopping and
at the same time giving to the church.

Dear Grace Family,
Wow! I’ve been in this business for over 40 years and have
never felt more appreciated than I was by your generous (and
unexpected) Christmas gift. It’s just another sign that we
landed where we were meant to be after our return from
Prague. “Thank you” seems inadequate, but it’s the best I can
offer to express my gratitude—not only for the gift, but also for
all the welcoming love Celieta and I have experienced at
Grace Church.
Larry Leifeste
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Grace Family Highlights
I was born in February of the last century in Jackson, Mississippi. On my father’s side, a fifth generation Mississippian; on my
mother’s side a first. My grandfather, my mother’s father emigrated from Bristol, England in the early 1900’s to the port of New
Orleans. He would go from there to Florida where he married my grandmother of Scottish descent. Because of these strong English
roots, I became a “cradle Episcopalian” when baptized at 4 months old.
My first church was St Andrew’s in Jackson. The only Episcopal church in Jackson in the Bible belt of the Deep South at that time. I
attended Sunday school regularly; was a member of the Girls’ Choir for some 8 years; was duly educated in the catechism in 6th
grade Sunday school and confirmed at the completion of that school year in June. I was an active member of “YPSL” as a teen-ager
(only Ann Robinson may know the title). It is now EYC or was when my boys were at church. One year I was a camp counselor at
Camp Bratton-Green---the Episcopal Camp in MS,
After graduating from High School, I attended Millsaps College in Jackson. Finishing in 3 years, I took on my first job with the National American Red Cross at Fort Bragg, NC. Living at home while in college, I drove my mother to church for the 7:30 early service.
My mother never learned to drive and of course, back then we only had one vehicle---a truck for a long time, then my great-aunt’s old
car.
In North Carolina, however, on the army post, the Episcopal service was at 7:30 AM and my suite mate was an “uber” Roman Catholic. Mass every Sunday. The Catholic Mass was at 9 AM---much more reasonable for a time. I went with her most Sundays. It was
in Latin---yes, that long ago---but I had 4 years of Latin, 2 in high school and 2 in college.
In NC, I worked for Red Cross, later as a “professional” Girl Scout, getting GS troops organized. Fell in love, and returned to MS
when he volunteered for Vietnam duty. He was a West Point Graduate and all of his fellow officers were going. Sadly, he was killed
in action. Many letters he would write to me, “You remember John? Killed yesterday”. I had returned to my home church. I had taken
a position with the Hinds County Welfare Dept. I had found my calling as a social worker. However, losing him changed everything
for me. I attended his funeral at Arlington Memorial Cemetery in Virginia. Afterward, driving to NYC with our best friends from Fort
Bragg. What now? The priest had come to our house the night I heard about his death. I never lost my faith. I wondered why but I
did not question that God was in control. What now? After much soul-searching, I applied for a commission in the US Army. Women
Officer Basic Training was at Fort McClellan, AL. During my time in Jackson, I had met my roommate’s twin brother, Charles. He
knew of my fiancé. When Charles came to play Bridge with us, I chattered on about this and that. After my fiancé was killed, every
night Charles would arrange a Bridge game for us to play. It helped my sanity. Work all day. Bridge every night until I left for Army
training. Charles drove the 300 miles over to Fort McClellan, AL to visit on the weekend and 300 miles back to MS to go to work. He
was very tenacious and did impress me.
Charles and I married a year later. We moved to Denton after a year at Fort Hood so Charles could finish his college degree at North
Texas. I was on Recruiting Duty and covered 18 colleges and universities in the northern part of Texas. After my tour of duty, we
moved to Dallas. Charles had his college degree and a good job in a “new field” of computer programming. I had received my Master’s Degree from UTA using my GI Bill to pay my tuition. Three sons later we found ourselves living in Preston Hollow in Dallas. Various work experiences ensued. Home Health, Child Protective Services, Hope Cottage Adoption Agency and finally, the Director of
Social Work for the last 15 years of my career. (Each time I had a son, I stayed home for a bit then returned to the work force--always in social work).
In Preston Hollow, we became members of St Luke’s Episcopal Church on Royal Lane in Dallas. Our sons were in the children’s
choir, acolytes, campers at Boy Scout and Episcopal Camp Crucis. One by one they left the nest. And then Charles decided he
wanted to “retire” early to open a vinyl record store. He had bought a going store in Arlington 14 months earlier which he opened
Saturdays and Sundays while working full time as a computer programmer---some 30 years! Voila, we moved records and everything to Llano, Texas. Our oldest son had move back to Dallas from Austin where he had lived for 8 years after attending UT. He
was doing all the EBay work for his Dad. He flat stated that he would not move to Llano---but 25 trips down with Charles moving
records---Charles did not trust movers with his records, the town kind of grew on Chuck plus he still had friends in Austin.
I became a member of Grace Episcopal Church in 2006 and have love the wonderful people I have grown to know
through the church.
- Sandra Ward Slocumb
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE
What a joy it has been to serve on the Outreach Committee this past year. All because of the generosity of you,
the Grace Church family, we have been able to help many in need.
At Christmas, we adopted a family and gave three children a great Christmas and the family a wonderful meal.
From a tank of gas to assisting hurricane and tornado victims, Grace Church has done it all. And we look forward
to doing it again in 2022. Yes, indeed, Grace is “The Mighty Mini Church.”
Judy Waddell, Ginger Kirchhof, Lisa Pheil

118thANNUAL COUNCIL
This year the annual Diocesan Council of the Episcopal Diocese of West
Texas will return to an in-person gathering, and will meet February 24-26, 2022, in San Marcos at the
Embassy Suites Conference Center. This is a 2½ day gathering to conduct the annual business of the
Diocese. But, it is also much more than that…it’s an opportunity to share fellowship with other
churches across our Diocese, worship together, and hear reports about the amazing ministries led by
our Diocese throughout Texas and the world. If you are interested in participating as a Delegate
of Grace Church, please let Gail Williams know by January 16.
For more information on the Annual Council, visit www.dwtx.org.

Jr Warden report
Many of you might have noticed the lighting fixtures by the main entry door are not working. In the process of changing
bulbs, the old fixture broke apart. These were not repairable and will be replaced with a more appropriate pair of
outdoor fixtures. The wiring to this location is old and unsafe. We have repairs pending by Roger Cummings Electrical
of Cherokee. He recently changed out the bulbs over the altar and donated his services.
I talked to Roger about this job. He is quite busy and can help us, but he also recommend I check a well known Llano
counterpart. After a few calls, I found that delays to March are common now because of all the work in the area. We
will have a delay in this repair but should beat that date easily. Rick Kirchhof, Jr. Warden

Grace Family Highlights
Don’t forget about letting us know your
story. We have another story this month but
the parish isn’t always together. Some are able
to attend in person only a few times a year.
Other members are home bound and keep up
with us by watching the service online. When
you are asked to share your story, please let us
learn about your path to Grace.

“Rejoice

in the Lord
always. I will say it
again: Rejoice! “
“...whatever is true,
whatever is noble,
whatever is right,
whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—
if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy—
think about such things. “
Philippians 4: 4 & 8

Happy

New Year
2022

