NOVEMBER GRACE NOTES
N o v e m b e r

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30-10:15 am Bible Study in
person (Parish Hall or on zoom.
Zoom Link: https://Bible
Study.zoom.us/j/88268112971)
10:30 am Morning Worship
Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

After church fellowship in the
Parish Hall
3rd Sunday
Food Bank Donations

Livestream worship service
and other Grace Church
events via Facebook
livestream at: fb.com/
graceepiscopal.llano.tx

Grace Episcopal Church
1200 Oatman St
Llano, TX 78643
325-247-5276
grace@llanograce.org
fb.com/graceepiscopal.llano.tx
Rev. Betsy’s contact
(512) 663-4532
Email:
b.stephenson78@gmail.com
Office: Monday & Wednesday
Please feel free to contact Rev.
Betsy through e-mail or phone.

Time is flying by. Christmas decorations are
already in the stores and have been for at
least a month. But the Church is still in the
season after Pentecost, what we call Ordinary Time. It is called Ordinary Time, not
because it’s normal or mundane, but because the weeks are counted, like ordinal
numbers. During this time we focus on the
life and teachings of Jesus. Like Mary of
Bethany, we sit at the feet of Jesus and
learn from him. But we are not idle. The
waning days of Ordinary Time are full of
change and activity. The weather is turning
cooler. It’s stewardship season. And even
though they are a ways off, many of us are
beginning to think about Thanksgiving and
Christmas. I hope we can resist the urge to
skip ahead; there is plenty going on in Ordinary Time that is worthy of our consideration.
All Saints’ Day is Nov. 1, and we will celebrate it on Sunday, Nov. 7. At that time we
will remember before God, and give thanks
for, all those saints who have gone before
us. Faithful members of Grace Church, the
beloved in our families and communities.
Take some time to think about those people
in your life who have died, people who have
helped shape you into the person you are
today. I invite you to write their names
down, and on Nov. 7, when the names of the
faithful departed from Grace Church are
read out, please follow those with the names
on your own list as we remember that the
souls of the righteous are in the hands of
God.
I also invite you to take “A Leap of Faith”
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as you consider your stewardship of all that
God has entrusted to you. Grace Church
has been abundantly blessed in 2021, and
by God’s grace, we have been a blessing to
the community at large and to individuals in
the community. We took a leap of faith a
year ago and became a tithing church, and it
has been nothing but blessing from then
until now. Tithing has brought blessing TO
us and blessing THROUGH us. Our stewardship ingathering on Nov 21 will be followed by lunch in the parish hall. Please
plan to stay for this special time of thanksgiving and fellowship. And by all means,
invite someone to come to church with you
that day (or any day!) and join us for lunch.
Family Fun Fest on Nov. 20 will be a community event at Robinson Park. I’m told
there will be bounce houses for kids, music
for all, other activities, and just a great day to
get outside and be with our neighbors. The
Community Thanksgiving Service, which is
usually on Sunday night, will kick off the Fun
Fest at 10 am. All the food and drinks will
be provided free of charge by area churches. We will be giving out cookies and
brownies. I expect ours will be the favorite
table! We need all of you who are willing
and able to bake cookies and brownies.
More information about that is found elsewhere in this Grace Notes.
This edition of Grace Notes takes us through
the remaining weeks of Ordinary Time and
to the first Sunday of Advent. I told you we
wouldn’t be idle! May God bless you richly
and make you a blessing to others.
Grace to you and Peace. Rev. Betsy
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The fall stewardship program this year begins on October 31 and ends on Sunday, November
21st. The program this year will focus on Continuing Our Leap of Faith as we celebrate the successful year Grace Church has had in 2021. This included not only managing our worship services
and fellowship together, but also balancing our budget and becoming a Tithing Church and contributing to many ministries throughout our community.
You will be receiving a stewardship letter containing a pledge card for the year 2022. These cards
make it possible for the Vestry to develop a budget for the new year. They can be returned to the
church office over the next three weeks, or brought to church for the ingathering of the remaining
cards on November 21st.
Thank you for prayerfully discerning your financial commitment to Grace Church in 2022 and joining us in Continuing Our Leap of Faith.
Gratefully,
Gail

Stewardship Prayer
Almighty God, we thank you for Jesus, your Son and our Redeemer, who came among us to show us the
way of love. Jesus was the perfect steward of your gifts, showing that complete trust in You is necessary,
and that giving of self is a most important part of following Him. May the offering of our time, our talents, and our material resources be made in the same spirit of sacrifice that Jesus taught us by His life
and death for us. - Thomas Merton
OUTREACH COMMITTEE
As a part of the November 20th Fun Fest at Robinson Park, churches are donating food. Grace will be
providing the cookies/brownies. We need 500 or
about 42 dozen. We are asking members to bake or
buy 3-4 dozen each.
Please call or txt Ginger Kirchhof at 512-560-7961
if you can help with this. We need to bring them to
the church between 11/14 and 11/18 so they can
be put in bags. Thank you so much for your
help! Ginger
The Outreach Committee
Judy Waddell 325-248-4867
Ginger Kirchhof 512-560-7961
Aleta Barlett 325-247-2343

For information on the Episcopal
Diocese of West Texas go to https://
www.dwtx.org/
This month check out the Statement
from Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry on the passing of Gen. Colin
Powell, former secretary of state.
Dated October 18, 2021
Link: https://
www.episcopalchurch.org/
publicaffairs/
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Grace Family Highlights
At the recent Vestry extended work session, the idea came up to highlight one family in each newsletter. This will let one member or
family share a bit about themselves each month.
We begin this month with a bit about Ginger and Rick Kirchhof. Ginger is quite involved with Altar Guild, currently serving as Directoress. Rick is a current Vestry member and is our Jr. Warden. They live in Llano in a house built in 1898. They are both retired and
moved to Llano about 5 years ago. Rick’s sister, Betsy lives next door to Rick and Ginger in Llano after moving from the Austin house
were they both were born. Ginger was born here in town in the old hospital formerly above Gio’s. She was Baptized at Grace as a child
and her family attended here until leaving for Austin when she was still in primary school. The Hazelett family name is well represented
at Six Mile Cemetery. Her grandmother was Addie Susan Scott Hazelett, creating a link to a number of local families. Ginger’s father
helped build Buchanan Dam, and passed when she was quite young. She has come home to her old church.
Rick Kirchhof is fifth generation native Texan, born in Austin and was Baptized and Confirmed at St. Marks Episcopal in Austin. His
family comes mostly from the Lockhart/Uhland area after the family got its start landing at the now abandoned port of Indianola. Much
of the Kirchhof family is buried at Uhland Live Oak Cemetery where Rick serves on the association board. Rick’s mother Mary Race,
likewise passed when he was in primary school. The Race and Bunch families came from the Everman (Ft. Worth) and Lampasas areas.
They met at a Christmas party for St. Marks at Rick’s fathers house. They were married in Austin in 1975. Four children, ten grandchildren and three great-grandchildren make up the remainder of the family. Much of the family lives in either Austin or Lockhart. Two
grandchildren and all of newest generation live in S. Carolina. Rick and Ginger both greatly enjoy the slower lifestyle of Llano and are
strongly committed to Grace as their church home.

Page 4

NOVEMBER GRACE

Ministry Opportunity
After school care for
Elementary students
HOURS: 3:30-5:30
Mon-Thurs
Help Requested: Come
when you can to help.

Vestry Members:
Gail Williams, Warden;
Rick Kirchhof, Jr. Warden;
Members:
Mary Christopher, Gerry Martin,
Steve Perkins

Just a reminder you can support GEC when you shop on Amazon.
Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Amazon app, at no extra cost to you? Simply follow the instructions
below to select "Grace Episcopal Church" as your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of
your eligible mobile app purchases to us.
Current GEC contributions through Amazon smile = $77.99 through the end of August. (Every little bit helps. Thanks.)
How it works:
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone or pc
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on "AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features
3. Select "Grace Episcopal Church" as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile in the mobile app or pc
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Reminder: As a part of the November 20th Fun Fest at Robinson Park,
churches are donating food. Grace will be providing the cookies/brownies.
We need 500 or about 42 dozen. We are asking members to bake or buy 3-4
dozen each.

Sunday, November 7, 2021

Please call or txt Ginger Kirchhof at 512-560-7961 if you can help with this.
We need to bring them to the church between 11/14 and 11/18 so they can
be put in bags. Thank you so much for your help! Ginger

OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Grace Church has been a tithing church since January, 2021. This means that ten percent of
all undesignated income is spent on outreach. This month the following decisions were
made:
$300 to The Diocese of West Texas for Habitat
$200 to Meals on Wheels
$200 for Christmas dinner for the Adopt-a-Family
$273 to New Horizons
Grace will Adopt-a-Family of four children for Christmas. Once again, the parishioners will be
asked to purchase gifts for these children.
If you know of anyone who is in need, please contact one of the members of the Outreach
Committee.
Thanks for all you do.
The Outreach Committee
Judy Waddell 325-248-4867
Ginger Kirchhof 512-560-7961
Aleta Barlett 325-247-2343

